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me left, Rodney Mmh pmj«t engineer, Lindsay
teg Chris Voisey, president, Trendex Construction;

BY DANEL MACEACHERN
©THETREGRAM.

ot even a centuries-old Scan-
dinavian tradition is a match

for Canadian hureaucracy.
Nevertheless. Fast Port Proper-
ties held a “topping out” ceremony
Wednesday atop its office tower
under construction on Water
Street, a ritual that sees builders
place a tree atop « building once
the last beam has been placed. Fast
Port stood up an undecorated
Christmas tree Wednesday, to mark
the completion of the roof and the
exterior of the six-storey building,
St. John's first new office building
downtown in more than 25 y
A topping-out ceremony tradi-
tionally involves a toast, but —

DEVEOPHENT

Builders top off new downtown office tower

Tradition marks completion of exterior of 351 Water St

since “this is Canada. Were not
allowed to do beer on the roof any-
more noted Fast Port Propert
president John Lindsay — hard-
hats were doffed in salute instead,
while wind swept around about 15
people there for the ceremony.

“This wind is  testament today
to how much challenge there is to
completing an exterior structure in
St. John's in the winter, and we got
through it and did a great job,” said
Linds:

Iuld\.\v noted that the founda-
tion started to be dug out just over
a yeur ago.

“In little over a year. we went
from nothing to all of this garage,
and then all of this steel structure,”
he said. adding congratulations to
the tradesmen and tradeswomen

present.
0

nally slated to open late
said they'll be
woving in their first tenants in
March or April of 2014, a slight
delay he chalked up to the founda-
tion work.

“If there was anything that took
us much longer than we expected,
it was getting the caissons and
foundations and all the work below
the ground completed.” he said.

"Ml along the shore of St. Johns
harbour. the rock. althongh solid. is
in fuct fractured. It is really quite
difficult to find the solid piece
for each caisson that will allow it
to be secured to hold all the struc-
ture”

St. John's windy winter proved a
challenge to construction of the

structural
Art Singleton, structural engineer, DBA Consulting; Judy Vhll, vice- president, East Port Properties and John Lindsay, presi-
dent, Eastport Properties, lift their hard hats at a topping-out ceremony on the roof of 351 Water Street. — Photo by Ronda Haywaad/The Telegram

building s well, said Lindsay. “We
had over 60 days between Novem-
ber and March where the winds
were in excess of 50 kilometres, ind
it was impossible to use the crane
to be able to lift everything” he said.
Still, the building — costing more
than $60 million — is on budget,
<aid Lindsay.

The 168,000-square-foot tower
also includes a 445-car parkude, of
which 245 spots will be public park-
ing spaces. Husky Enery will be the
anchor tenant of the building,
occupying four floors, while marine
engineering and construction firm
Subsea 7 has signed on to rent a
floor as well.

dmaceachem Zthetelegram com
Twitter: @TelegramDaniel

RE(OGNIIION

Businessmen
to be inducted
nto
hall of fame
tonight

THE TELEGRAM

hotel owner, 4 packuging mag-
ute und a catering giant are
being inducted into the Junior
Achievement Business Hall of
Fame tonight.

“The businessmen — hotelier
Lloyd Hillier, Noel Hutton of the
Hutton Group and Fast Coast
catering CEO Patrick O'Callaghun
— will be honoured at a gala at the
Convention Centre.

The inductees were unnounced
in November,

Hillier, who has been named
entrepreneur of the year by Memo-
rial University, has business inter-
ests that employ more than 140
people, and owns and operates
three hotels. After the Voisey's Bay
nickel discovery, he established
First Labrador Resources aud later
took it pubfic as Silver Spruce
Resources.

Nocl Hutton’s business interests
spansixdecades, after establishing
his first business venture in 1952. 2
food distribution company. Lie lat-
er formed his own transportation
company and helped estalvhsh the

infor
thetelegram.com

For up-to-date
financial and market

malion go lo

first ¢ d plant
and soft drink anning factory.
Patrick O'Callaghan emigrated
from Ireland in the mid-6(ls, and
within eight years he was general
manager of a five-star hotel. Il
created Clovelly Stables in Logy
Bay.and today East Coast Catering
supplics services to the oil and gas,
marine, mining und industrial
construction sectors.

telegram@thetelegram.com
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Letter shines light on data dispute

Seisnic testing company pressing legal fight

By Asiiry FITzeatrics
THETELEGRAM:

fetter written in response to an

access to information request
has revealed new information relat-
ing to a dispute between seismic
data company Geophysical Service
Inc. (GS1) and both the provincial
government  and  Canada-New-
foundland and Labrador Offshore
Petroleum Board (CNLOPR).

The letter was made available
online, as part of a new commit-
ment to disclosure of access
to information requests by the
province.

As The Telegram reported in
February, GSI is accusing the
province and the CNLOPE of inup-
propriately accessing and using its

seismic data —
data the compa-
Ay was required
to submit to the
regulator during
decades of work
offshore.

In response.

the  company

filed claims Paul Einarsson
the  Supreme o
Court of Newfoundland and

Labrador in August 2011 und Janu-
ary 2012,

Intellectual property abused: GSI

“There is a terrible abuse of GSI
intellectual property by these eati-
ties. expropriation without com-
pensation to promote the province
with our seismic,” GSI president

rsson said in an cmail to
am Wednesday.
linarsson accused the entities of
also obstructing access to informa-
tion relating to the movement of
GSUs data.

To date, both the province and
the CNT.OPB have not commented
on the legal wrangling.

In an April 30 committee meet-
ing at the House of Assembly, Liber-
al leader Dwight Ball asked about
the dispute.

“It's in the court replied Charles
Bown, deputy minister of Natural
Resources.

A represeatative  for  the
CNLOPB again said the board
would not comment while the issue
is before the courts.

See ‘(LEARLY, page D2

Paul Ui
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Lmlng up for supplles

. ‘el - "o i - 5 Z
Supply boats for the oil industry lined the dock along St. John" Harbour Wednesday. — Photo by Rhondz Hayward/The Telagram
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1STICE
Former Bangladesh minister
denies role in bribes
in SNC-Lavalin contract

By Ross M roWIT
THE CANADIAN PRESS —MONTREAL

former Bangladesh govermment

minister hopes an_ impending

trial in Toronto of former SNC-
Lavalin executives accused of brbery
will help dear suspicions he solicited
bribes to favour the engineering
company.

T think T will get some justice
from the Canadian court.” Syed Abul
Hossain told The Canadian Press.

The formesr communications
minister has not been charged. but
reporis in Bangladesh have suggest-
ed he was supposed to receive four
per cent of the value of the SNC-
Lavalin contract. Uthv.roﬂn.mh were
said to share another six per cent of
the contract which Hossain said was
worth about US335 willion.

Ramesh Shah, 61, of Oakville, Ont.
«nd Mohammad [smail, 48, of Missis-
sauga have been ordered to stand tri-
al on attempted bribery charges in
relation to the six-kilometre Padma
bridge project in Bangladesh. \ pre-
liminary hearing in his case was held
last month. details of which are sub-
ject to a publication ban.

They were arrested last year
after the BOMP raided a SNC-1avalin
office in Oakville, in September 2011
at the reguest of the World Bank.

The former SNC-Lavalin employ-
ces are slated to return to court

May 29.

Hossain, who was inister
between January 2009 until May
2011, denied he awarded the con-
tract to -Lavalin in exchange for
bribes.

“Atthe end of the day, when every-
thing will be completed. [ think they
will find me very clean; he said in an
interview from Dhaka.

Hossain insisted he had no role in
the choice of the projects engineer-
ing supervisor other than to present
the selection results to the cabinet
procurement  committee.  The
process was conducted by depart-
ment officials, he said. The former
minister said he twice met with offi-
cials from SNC-Lavadin, induding the
two accused. But, he said, no solicita-
tion or offer of bribes took place and
similar meetings took place with rep-
resentatives from Britain and Japan.

Hossain savs he was unaware
about afleged improprieties by SNC-
Lavalin in other countries, but said
he was concerned about the fimm

because of its prior performance on
power projects in Bangladesh.

The former ministers comments
came as published reports said the
Montreal-bused company used «
special code to account for bribes on
several projects in Africa and Asia

The Globe and Mail and CBC
reported We v the comp:
paid “consultancy costs” betwee
2008 and 2011 ro win several devel-
opment contracts.

The payments are described as
PCCs — project consultancy cost or
project commercial cost.

Ismuil, who agreed to examine
the documients obtained by CBC and
the Globe. was quoted in the reports
as saving the real intention was to

ribe.

The World Bank had exposed
SNCsuse ofthe term PCC in relation
to the Bangladesh bridge project.

The Globe and CBC reported
SNC-Lavalin International, which
has been barred from bidding on
Word Bunk projects for 10 years over
projects in Bangladesh and Cambo-
dia. included “consultancy costs” in
13 projecis.

The cmbattled engineering com-
pany said the allegations Wednesday
have been resolved and are history.

“Our focus is on moving ahead
with systems in place so such acou-
<ations cannof be made again
spokeswoman Leslie Quinton said in
an email.

She said the company has been
addressingissues raised by investiga-
tions and to “identify and get to the
root of non-compliance matters”

Hossain said he was maligned by
the World Bank and called the state-
wments made about his role in the
project “hearsay. saying no onc has
testified under oath that he made
such a damand.

“The World Bank made a big
injustice to me and they damaged
my reputation.” he said
ain said  rumours  in
lesh have 1
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Bl:uk}k‘rry says it will be able to
nake money off its BlackBerry
Messenger service by opening it up
to its rivals smartphones.

One of the Waterloo, Ont.-based
companys top d

CONSUMERTECHNOLOGY

enabling and facilitating those
brands and businesses to enable
BBM uscers to follow them .. and
those types of interactions wonld be
paid-for interactions” he said.
Bocking used was Starbucks asan
cxample. suggesting the coffee chain
could pitch special offers for cotfee or

aid
Wednesday that while HB\l \\1]] be
available to users on Apples iPhone
and Aadroid operating systems for
free. there are other ways to generate
revenue.

"By opening it up to other plat-
forms we're really listening to what
our users have asked
Andrew Bockin,
president of software product man-
agement at BlackBerry.

“They want to be able to talk and

for?

E some-
body tnade a request for pagment on
his behalf.

if anybody demanded anything
on behalf of me 1 do not know, but if
that happens. 1 should not be held
responsible for that one.”

SNC-Lavalin was awarded the
contract after a low hid by Brtish
company Halcrow was fater deemed
incomplete.

© icate swith their friends,
family and colleagues .. regardless of
what mobile device the;

Where the profits will come from,
Bocking said, is BBM Channels, a
new platform that will serve as a
marketing launchpad for businesses
and celebrities. It will work like a
combination of Facebook Pages and
Twitter and allow BBM users to opt
inand start to follow popular brands.

“What we are talking about is

other ¢ directly to interest-
ed customers.

rs could start following their
favourite brands by scanning a
BlackBerry "PIN” code on advertise-
ments.

Thorsten Heins, president and CEQ at BlackBerry speaks at a conference, Tuesday, in Orlando, Fla. The company says it will open
up its Messenger service to smartphones using Apple and Android operating systems. — Photo by The Associatid Press

BlackBerry says giving away BBM for free
will still make it money

ing said.

But direct marketing has its set-
backs as BBM could rick taunching
its new service and tuming it into a
glorified junk mail folder for people
who like to sign up for special offers,
but rurely use them.

BlackBerry will be careful to place
awall between a BBM user’s personal
space and their other “brand com-
munication” interests, Bocking said.

“We're being very detiberate in
how we allow those businesses and
brands to interact with the BBM

Other v-making plans are in
theworks. but foo early to anounc e
he said.

The decision to launch a market-
ing side to BBM comes as advertisers
look for new ways fo grab eyeballs
Increasingly viewers record their I'V
shows d skip the com-
mercials and other traditional media
has struggled to generate bigger
advertising revenues.

Through direct marketing to
phones, companies will be able to
have a hetter idea who is seeing their
offers und tanget their interested cus-
tome:

“Hyper-local mobile offers is real-
Iy where we think the mark
advertising business i

v he said

BlackBerry doesn’t want BBM
Channels to conflict with personal
chats in BBM, which he suid will
“remain pure and uncluttered”

BlackBerry plans to faunch BBM
on other mobile platforms sometime
this qunmer, though it hasn't sub-
mitted its program for approval to
cither the iTunes or Google Play app
stores yet.

Opening up BBM to other major
operating systemns has received a
mixed response. Some suggested the
company shouldve made the deci-
sion years ago. while others have said
it removes one of the most appealing
exclusive features of BlackBerry
devices.

Clearly the mandate of the CNLOPB to collect and store information:Natural Resources .comessonssen

While little is being said publiclv. a
May 9 letter from the deputy minis-
ter of Natural Resourves, a response
0 an access to information request.
provides some further detail on the
back-und-forth communications.

“It is not within the department’s
legal mandate to collect, catalog.
store or distribute scismic informa-
tion for the use of extemal parties
interested in offshore oil and gas
exploration. This is clearly the man-
date of the CNLOPB, Bown writes.

[le states his department will, at
times. request and receive data from
the regulator, but the department
has never requested wny of GSIs seis-
mic data.

“Search efforts revealed that the
department does possess some GSIt
mic information but no records

were found that indicate that this
information was disclosed to, bor-
or copied by Nalcor Ener-
aries. or any other third
arty extemal to the Department of
Natural Resources” Bown writes.

So how is there GSI data in the
hands of the Department of Natural
Resources?

One path was suggested.

“Tt should also be noted that. on
wnany occasions. seismic hnages
have been provided to the depart-
ment by GSI with the express pur-
pose of including them in promo-
tional materials,

Cor Ay
sentative for Nalcor Energy said the
letter was accurate in its dmnpnnu
of the relationship between the off-
shore regulator. the provincial

Department of Natural Resources
and Nalcor Oil and Gas when it
comes to seismic data.

“None of (GSI's data) has been dis-
closed. borrowed or copicd by )
cor Energy said Nalcor Oil and Gas
spokeswoman Cara Pike.

On May 10, in the separate ¢
GS1 versus Vulean \lu srals and
tcan Energy. justice Valeria
hall decided against striking
ms xu.\dr in that ca

Lawton'’s Building

St. John's, NL, A1A 1W6
Telephone: (709) 800-7343
www.newlifehearing.ca

NEWLIFE

HEARING HEALTH CENTRE

11 Elizabeth Ave East, Suite 202

ase of

his company is involved in as many
as 20 lawsuits across the country, in
an effort to protect against alleged
inappropriate use of the company’s
intellectual property.

afitzpatrickiithetelegran.com

The Let's Talk Exports tour Is coming o a city near you. From April 23 until May 30, EDC Vice-President and

Chief Economist Peter Hall will be hosting a series of tatks about the global economy 2nd its implications for Canadian
trade. Let's Talk Exports will visit 18 cities across Canada to discuss the falling Canadian dollar, where the US economy
is headed. predictions for Europe. and much more. If you're looking to explore international trade opportunities,

o to continue growing your business outside of Canada, Let's Talk Exports offers up-to-date and in-depth economic
information you simply can't get anywhere else.

EDC and NEIA invite you to attend LTE in St. John's on May 24, 2013 Register today at edc.ca/LTE2013
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Letter shines light on data dlspute
Seismic testing company pressing legal fight

A letter written in response to an access to information request has revealed new information relating
to a dispute between seismic data company Geophysical Service Inc. (GSI) and both the provincial
government and Canada-Newfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board (CNLOPB).

The letter was made available online, as part of a new commitment to disclosure of access to
information requests by the province.

As The Telegram reported in February, GSI is accusing the province and the CNLOPB of
inappropriately accessing and using its seismic data — data the company was required to submit to the
regulator during decades of work offshore.

In response, the company filed claims with the Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador in
August 2011 and January 2012.

Intellectual property abused: GSI

“There is a terrible abuse of GSI intellectual property by these entities, expropriation without
compensation to promote the province with our seismic,” GSI president Paul Einarsson said in an email to
The Telegram Wednesday.

Einarsson accused the entities of also obstructing access to information relating to the movement of
GSI’s data.

To date, both the province and the CNLOPB have not commented on the legal wrangling.

In an April 30 committee meeting at the House of Assembly, Liberal leader Dwight Ball asked about
the dispute.

“It’s in the court,” replied Charles Bown, deputy minister of Natural Resources.

A representative for the CNLOPB again said the board would not comment while the issue is before the
courts.

‘Clearly the mandate of the CNLOPB;
to collect and store information:
Natural Resources

While little is being said publicly, a May 9 letter from the deputy minister of Natural Resources, a
response to an access to information request, provides some further detail on the back-and-forth
communications.

“It is not within the department’s legal mandate to collect, catalog, store or distribute seismic
information for the use of external parties interested in offshore oil and gas exploration. This is clearly the
mandate of the CNLOPB,"” Bown writes.

He states his department will, at times, request and receive data from the regulator, but the
department has never requested any of GSI's seismic data.

“Search efforts revealed that the department does possess some GSI seismic information but no
records were found that indicate that this information was disclosed to, borrowed by, or copied by Nalcor
Energy, its subsidiaries, or any other third party external to the Department of Natural Resources,” Bown
writes.

So how is there GSI data in the hands of the Department of Natural Resources? One path was
suggested. "It should also be noted that, on many occasions, seismic images have been provided to the
department by GSI with the express purpose of including them in promotional materials,” Bown writes.

Contacted Wednesday, a representative for Nalcor Energy said the letter was accurate in its
description of the relationship between the offshore regulator, the provincial Department of Natural
Resources and Nalcor Qil and Gas when it comes to seismic data.

“None of (GSI's data) has been disclosed, borrowed or copied by Nalcor Energy,” said Nalcor Qil and
Gas spokeswoman Cara Pike.

On May 10, in the separate case of GSI versus Vulcan Minerals and Investcan Energy, Justice Valeria
Marshall decided against striking claims made in that case, calling for discoveries within the next 45 days.

Einarsson has told The Telegram his company is involved in as many as 20 lawsuits across the
country, in an effort to protect against alleged inappropriate use of the company’s intellectual property.
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